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OF RADICAL 
LOVE 
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Belonging and 
Affirmation



For many Christians around this world, Easter holds a meaningful place 
in their spiritual lives. As an organisation we are aware that the bodies 
of LGBTIQ+ people can easily be excluded from Christian worship 
practices of faith communities. When LGBTIQ+ bodies aren’t excluded 
the focus is at times geared towards “sin” and the redemption of the 
cross that our body’s needs. These types of biblical and theological 
interpretation denies life for LGBTIQ+ people. Therefore, IAM would 
like to offer the following liturgy as an example of life-affirming biblical 
and theological interpretation in this time of Easter.  

This liturgy was development by a group of master’s students in the 
Gender, Religion and Health Programme at the School of Religion, 
Classics and Philosophy at the University of KwaZulu-Natal during an 
IAM workshop. 

Tip: Liturgist can mention bodies that are excluded in their faith community context. We would like to suggest 
with your contextual list the following bodies that are excluded: persons living with disability, bisexual, 
transgender, gender non-conforming persons, LGBTIQ+ headed households and people living with HIV 
and migrants etc.



GREETING 

We greet and welcome ALL with and through the radical love of God Incarnate, who took on the body 
of ALL created bodies in the image of the Divine.

We call to mind bodies silenced.

Bodies excluded.

We recognise bodies violated.

We celebrate bodies invisibilize.

WE WELCOME ALL BODIES WHO HAVE BEEN MADE TO FEEL UNLOVED AND EXCLUDED.

SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATION OF BODIES EXCLUDED

We invite you now, in silence, to focus on the symbols that represent you and me:

Bodies that were not included.

Bodies that were violated and stigmatised because of the misinterpretation of Scripture.

Bodies that were excluded because they did not conform to the ideas of creation.

Bodies killed because they were different.

And bodies that are still corrected and othered because we do not conform.

READING: 

Based on Romans 8: 31-39 and John 10: 10 

“For we know that there is nothing in all creation that can ever separate our bodies from the radical 
love of God, through Christ, the Incarnate. For Christ, took on the form of the suffering body to offer 
life - life in abundance.”

THE BLESSING OF RADICAL LOVE 

We recognise that the Body of Christ is a suffering Body.

We confess that we have sinned against God by dismissing the pain, the hurt and the suffering of parts 
of Christ’s Body.

We affirm the transforming power of Christ that calls us into relationship – suffering with the parts of the 
body that suffers.

The Body Incarnate connects you and me to the heart of God…
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